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Where:
(Opa)k=the kth actual opacity value in an

averaging interval containing n opacity
values; k is a summing index.

Σ=the sum of the individual actual opacity
values.

n=the number of individual actual opacity
values contained in the averaging inter-
val.

Opa=average actual opacity calculated over
the averaging interval.

3. Lidar Performance Verification
The lidar shall be subjected to two types of

performance verifications that shall be per-
formed in the field. The annual calibration,
conducted at least once a year, shall be used
to directly verify operation and performance
of the entire lidar system. The routine
verification, conducted for each emission
source measured, shall be used to insure
proper performance of the optical receiver
and associated electronics.

3.1 Annual Calibration Procedures. Either
a plume from a smoke generator or screen
targets shall be used to conduct this calibra-
tion.

If the screen target method is selected, five
screens shall be fabricated by placing an
opaque mesh material over a narrow frame
(wood, metal extrusion, etc.). The screen
shall have a surface area of at least one
square meter. The screen material should be
chosen for precise optical opacities of about
10, 20, 40, 60, and 80%. Opacity of each target
shall be optically determined and should be
recorded. If a smoke generator plume is se-
lected, it shall meet the requirements of Sec-
tion 3.3 of Reference Method 9. This calibra-
tion shall be performed in the field during
calm (as practical) atmospheric conditions.
The lidar shall be positioned in accordance
with Section 2.1.

The screen targets must be placed perpen-
dicular to and coincident with the lidar line-
of-sight at sufficient height above the
ground (suggest about 30 ft) to avoid ground-
level dust contamination. Reference signals
shall be obtained just prior to conducting
the calibration test.

The lidar shall be aimed through the cen-
ter of the plume within 1 stack diameter of
the exit, or through the geometric center of
the screen target selected. The lidar shall be
set in operation for a 6-minute data run at a
nominal pulse rate of 1 pulse every 10 sec-
onds. Each backscatter return signal and
each respective opacity value obtained from
the smoke generator transmissometer, shall
be obtained in temporal coincidence. The
data shall be analyzed and reduced in accord-
ance with Section 2.6 of this method. This
calibration shall be performed for 0% (clean
air), and at least five other opacities (nomi-
nally 10, 20, 40, 60, and 80%).

The average of the lidar opacity values ob-
tained during a 6-minute calibration run
shall be calculated and should be recorded.
Also the average of the opacity values ob-
tained from the smoke generator transmis-
someter for the same 6-minute run shall be
calculated and should be recorded.

Alternate calibration procedures that do
not meet the above requirements but
produce equivalent results may be used.

3.2 Routine Verification Procedures. Ei-
ther one of two techniques shall be used to
conduct this verification. It shall be per-
formed at least once every 4 hours for each
emission source measured. The following pa-
rameters shall be directly verified.

1) The opacity value of 0% plus a minimum
of 5 (nominally 10, 20, 40, 60, and 80%) opacity
values shall be verified through the PMT de-
tector and data processing electronics.

2) The zero-signal level (receiver signal
with no optical signal from the source
present) shall be inspected to insure that no
spurious noise is present in the signal. With
the entire lidar receiver and analog/digital
electronics turned on and adjusted for nor-
mal operating performance, the following
procedures shall be used for Techniques 1 and
2, respectively.

3.2.1 Procedure for Technique 1. This test
shall be performed with no ambient or stray
light reaching the PMT detector. The narrow
band filter (694.3 nanometers peak) shall be
removed from its position in front of the
PMT detector. Neutral density filters of
nominal opacities of 10, 20, 40, 60, and 80%
shall be used. The recommended test con-
figuration is depicted in Figure AM1–VI.
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The zero-signal level shall be measured and
should be recorded, as indicated in Figure
AM1–VI(a). This simulated clear-air or 0%
opacity value shall be tested in using the se-
lected light source depicted in Figure AM1–
VI(b).

The light source either shall be a contin-
uous wave (CW) laser with the beam me-
chanically chopped or a light emitting diode
controlled with a pulse generator (rectan-
gular pulse). (A laser beam may have to be
attenuated so as not to saturate the PMT de-
tector). This signal level shall be measured
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